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‘ Thirty million United States school children are being asked 
eI) 
' by the Treasury Department to enlist in a pre-Christmas drive to 
A etalt nip 
hwif put idle coins, especially pennies and 5-cent pieces, to work meet- 
thus eden 


uh ae s : , 
ing holiday business demands. 


Mrs. Nellie Tayloe Ross, Director of the Mint, asked the 
1 avert wil Schools of the nation to undertake the campaign as a "Help Win the 
War" effort, pointing out that many tons of vital metals may be 
re shih Saved if present coins can be kent circulating, thus reducing the 


demand for new coinage, 
Lt in ob wy. 
The Treasury hopes eae "coin round- “up” will avert possible 
local shortages at the year's business peak, where shifts in popu- 
sicdfoul’ Lation and wartime payrolls nok otherwise result in unbalanced 
stem ct Stribution of available money stocks 


» 


tendents dif With the approval of Secretary Morgenthau and of the United 
om pStates Office of Education, letters are Brine. sen 1t to State, 
ll County, and city superintendents of schools, king them to 


organize "bring in the coins" programs. Bonde. of universities, 


sla ull colleges and parochial schools are being asked to join in the 
bel Mr") effort. 
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Ss. Ross emphasized that the children are not seule asked to 
Peive: up their savings, but only to free them for business use, 

t bela She suggested that the "pigey bank" coin stocks be oheha deed for 
}War Stamps and Bonds to get the coins into business channels, They 

sit should not be sent to the Mint or anywhere else for melting, Banks 

ypenave been asked to facilitate the drive by accepting minor coins 
exo for exchange for silver or.currency, and most of them also are 
Pissuing agents for War Bonds and Stamps. 
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Mint experts are testin 
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for the one-cent piece. Last 
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year 
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and more 


Officials cite the record coin 
business needs might be met if outs 
work harder. 


Letters which h 
the country since th 
clzed convinced Director Ross that 
pieces can be enticed out of sug 
bureau drawers. Hence it was decid 

} School children, not only i 
| hiding, but in carrying 
friends. 


ave poured into 
e shortage of m 
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ge professor collecte 
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Children of the College Height 
an enrollment of 465, brought in tw 
jWar Stamps with them, $314 worth. 
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among them zince-coated steel which m 


nnies alone, 


age figures 
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) A Montana. woman brought in 35 pounds of pennies, and bought 
War Stamps. 


An Ohio man reported a loeal est 
gallon jars of nennies on display. T 
to the company named, calling attenti 


vu 


ablishment had five half- 
he Mint sent a polite letter 


on to the business needs for 
coins. 


Mint officials believe that a widespread misconception of the 
humismatic value of the Indien head penny, coinage of which was 
halted in 1909 when the present Lincoln design was adopted, is one 
factor causing hoarding of the cent piece. They pointed out that 
nearly two billion of the Indian head cents were distributed by 
the Mint, the greater part of which still are outstanding. 


Reports from coin dealers show that most Indian heads after 
they have been in circulation, are worth only face value. 
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